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Challenges
1. Strategic behavior / 
negligence
2. Organizational challenges: 
legal vs tech
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Open source software 

https://ossinsight.io/blog/github-data-is-booming/
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Example 
implementation of 
right to data deletion



Self-regulation

● A national government agency identified nonconsensual Google Analytics tracking in an 
open source repo in 2020

Statutory interpretation and divergent implementations

● Data deletion implemented as removal of data 
● Data deletion implemented as anonymization of data

Loss of functionality

● External 3rd-party service was discontinued due to volume of GDPR takedown requests

Examples



Issues for 
2016 - 2022
~ 165 million

“GDPR”
~ 38,000 

Relevance 
ML Model
~ 20,000

Compliance 
Topic

~ 20,000
ML

Machine learning for automated labeling

MLsearch



● Focus of many issues is 
unclear even to a human 
coder 
General compliance

● Largest topic of interest 
is one most visible
Notice and consent

46%

32%

11%
8%

3%

Focus of developers



● Largest burst of 
activity came around 
May 2018 

● No effect of significant 
enforcement actions

Impact of statutory dates and enforcement actions



Looking to California’s 2020 experience with CCPA



Merging of CCPA 
with GDPR 
compliance

- self.gdprConsent   
+ self.privacyConsent

A nuanced Brussels effect



Merging of CCPA 
with GDPR 
compliance

- self.gdprConsent   
+ self.privacyConsent

Future work: How is the 
Brussels effect rolling out? 

A nuanced Brussels effect



● Interpretation and divergent implementations
● Emphasis on visible compliance 
● Mixed effects of statutory dates and enforcement actions
● Nuanced Brussels effect

Policy insights
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